EAST AND WEST,  1155-1198                495

Richard had to yield; he indemnified Guy by selling him the
island of Cyprus, which was made into a kingdom. Conrad
was actually murdered on the day of his coronation, and
Henry of Champagne succeeded him both as king of Jeru-
salem and husband of Isabella; as he was the nephew both
of Philip and Richard, his election gave rise to no further
friction. But still Richard could not count on the co-oper-
ation of the French and German contingents, and there were
other old rivalries to hinder united action; thus the Genoese
and Pisans, once restored to their former position in Acre,
were soon at deadly enmity as before.

With all his faults and in face of all his difficulties, Richard Exploits of
certainly proved himself to be a great soldier. In the autumn
of 1191 he captured Caesarea, defeated Saladin at Arsuf,
took Jaffa, and came within twelve miles of Jerusalem. The
campaign was then interrupted by the dissensions over the
kingship of Jerusalem, which were not ended until April 1192.
Hostilities were resumed in the summer; Saladin was driven
off from Jaffa in August, and once again the crusaders were
within easy reach of Jerusalem. A bold stroke, such as was
to be expected from Richard, might have won the city, but
his health had broken down, and as the French refused to
co-operate timid counsels were allowed to prevail. Richard
made a truce with Saladin in September, by which the
Christians obtained access to the Holy Places and were con-
firmed in their possession of the coast line from Ascalon to
Acre. He was a sick man and had lost his zest for the crusade, Jp8
and he straightway embarked on the disastrous voyage in cpa uxe
which he was to be driven onto the northern coast of the
Adriatic, and as a result to fall into the hands of his enemy
Leopold of Austria and to pass a year in captivity in Germany.
It was a disastrous end to a thrilling story, for the period of
his leadership is the most romantic in the history of the
Crusades, owing to the glamour of his prowess and the fame
of his great antagonist. The contest between Christianity
and Islam seems no longer a Holy War but rather a duel
between two champions, a duel of chivalry, determined and
bloody, but engaged in without hatred, indeed with mutual
respect and admiration. So Richard could set the precedent
of negotiating with the infidel, and even bestow the honour of
knighthood on Saladin's nephew when he came as ambassador.